
 

             
 

         
 
 

Thuthukani Newsletter 2018 

Dear Friend of Thuthukani 

This time of the year is a time for reflection. Please join us in this journey as we 

reflect on a year of joy, progress and life at Thuthukani Special School. Join us as 

we shout out: ‘Shine Thuthukani, Shine” 

We have known for a while that the curriculum we were using, was going to 

change. We moved away from Marthie’s CLASSIC to the newly written CAPS - 

Grade R to 5 for learners with severe intellectual disability. In preparation, we 

did in-house training and had Curriculum Planning Sessions that started in 2017 

and continued throughout 2018.  Thuthukani’s teachers rose to the occasion, and 

despite the program not yet being supported by textbooks or learning and 

teaching support materials, implementation of the Life Skills subject started on 

the first day of school, 2018. In the third term, we implemented Home Language 

and Mathematics. Our Consumer Studies (Sewing and Food Preparation), Arts & 

Crafts and Physical Education also implemented the new curricula. 



 

It was very encouraging to see the teachers dealing with so many changes with 

such grace and determination, while keeping the needs of our learners first and 

foremost. Many hours were spent at home and at night to prepare new lessons 

and activities for our children, and the teachers’ creativity in ensuring inclusion 

of each learner through differentiation went above and beyond our highest 

expectations. Some of our teachers were also involved in training other schools 

in the King Cetshwayo district, and once again, Thuthukani is seen as being the 

leader of the pack. “Shine Thuthukani, Shine” 

On our (non-existant) sport fields, our learners continued to excel. Under the 

guidance of our sport committee, our learners participated in soccer, netball, 

table tennis, swimming, athletics, hocker, cricket and volleyball. Some of our 

learners were chosen to represent the province, and in some sport codes, up to 

half of the team consisted of Thuthukani learners. We were nominated for the 

Murray & Roberts Letsema award, and our school and coaches were awarded 

third prize for sport programs for the disabled. “Shine Thuthukani Shine” 

From a fundraising perspective, Thuthukani staff organised and held two big 

events: the Thuthukani Carnival, and the Thuthukani Concert: Fireworks. 

The carnival saw us making many new friends, and we received compliments 

from stallholders, that the carnival was well organised, and the entertainment 

was top-of-the-range. 

After the concert, we were asked if all our learners are really disabled, as they 

performed so well, and were incredibly well disciplined. I need to share a secret: 

learners with intellectual disability need high levels of support to perform, and 

while our audience only saw the performances of 140 of our learners, the staff 

of Thuthukani were behind the scenes, working hard. We had 79 adults working 

behind the scenes to allow our children to shine….. and the only people from 

Thuthukani who saw the concert were Marthie and me! Concert practice started 

in February already. The learners loved the sleepover at school, and the whole 

event gave them special memories that they cherish. “Shine Thuthukani, Shine”   

 

                                           



During the year we had many events; all aimed at giving our learners equal 

opportunities to participate and shine. On Valentine’s day, we celebrated loving 

one another and caring for each other. On Worker’s Day we celebrated being 

able to work, and we worked to make our school more beautiful and better. On 

Youth Day, we celebrated being young, and being young at heart, and during the 

Mr and Miss Thuthukani we celebrated being beautiful and confident. Spring day 

saw the school celebrating new life, planting trees, and the whole school went 

for a fun walk around the school. On Heritage day we celebrated our diverse 

heritage, and ended up feeling proudly South African. We ended the year with a 

Christmas Concert where each child in school got a chance to be on stage and 

perform for their parents, and of course, Father Christmas came to visit. 

The Skills Class of 2018 finalised their exams and our external judges gave them 

the highest marks ever! The Amathuba Project where our learners go out on a 

Wednesday to work in town, had lovely support from many local businesses, and 

the learners learned many good lessons about the world of work. Day Spring 

Farm donated horse riding sessions for our learners with autism and cerebral 

palsy, and the therapeutic effect of interacting with horses can clearly be seen in 

the learners who benefit from this. 

During the year, learners from Thuthukani participated in events against 

mainstream schools. Our choir and isicathamiya group participated in the 

Eisteddfod, and received an A+ and Silver respectively. Our volleyball team took 

on the team from Empangeni High, and the competition was fierce. 

Our teachers were also involved in outreach programmes; we had a primary 

school’s management team visiting us to see how we teach and differentiate for 

our learners, we are training our neighbouring school, Dover’s teachers in how 

to support their learners who have special needs, we did disability awareness 

training at Musawenkosi Orphanage, and we gave advice to several other groups 

during the year. 

Shoooooooo! I am feeling tired just writing this! 

One of the best things about working at Thuthukani is seeing our learners 

achieve. When Marthie calls a staff meeting, there is always a video being shown 

of a learners’ new achievement…. Ayabonga finally picking up a pencil, and 

scribbling on a page (After being shown how to – hand over hand for the whole 

year), or Lwandle finally skipping. We see our children becoming independent in 

pushing themselves in a wheelchair, we see videos taken in class of learners 



getting answers right, and showing off skills they have learned. It is with such joy 

and dedication that our teachers work with the special learners in their care, and 

each one is supported and taught to their highest level of ability and 

achievement. 

 

It is said that if you love your job, you will never work a day in your life….. 

 

However, to do our work, we are facing a huge challenge in 2019. Our treasurer 

has looked at our books, and the support that we get from the Department of 

Education. In his final calculations, we were made aware that we need to raise 

R4040 per child in our school to be able to continue this work in 2019. Our 

fundraising is mostly for salaries that are not covered by the Department of 

Education’s subsidy, and as our learners need such high levels of support (a.k.a 

adults working to develop their potential), we need your help. We need to collect 

school fees on behalf of our children….Thuthukani’s school fees for 2019 are set 

at R210.00 per child per month. 

In 2018 only 26% of our parents were able to pay school fees of R200.00 per 

month. We are aware that most of our learners come from poor socio-economic 

backgrounds, and as a result the School Governing Body writes off all unpaid 

school fees every year. This leaves Thuthukani with a large shortfall in the budget 

that is set to meet each learner’s basic educational needs. 

As our fundraising project, we are focusing on the “Sponsor-a-Child” project. We 

request members of our community to make a once-off or monthly donation 

(any amount) to our school on the same lines as paying school fees for a 

child/children.  In this way we try to build a regular source of smaller donations 

that we can use towards covering everything that school fees would normally 

cover.  

 

Seeing that we have so many children whose parents cannot afford to pay school 

fees, we call the project “Sponsor a Child” but we do not allocate the donation 

to a specific child. We allocate these donations to the school fees account.  These 

donations are then managed to the benefit of all the children in school, for 

example, to purchase learning and teaching support material, to arrange special 

events or outings and to assist with covering the running costs of the school. 

Any amount that can be used towards paying school fees of children with severe 

to profound disabilities enrolled at Thuthukani Special School would be greatly 



 

appreciated, and will be well managed by the school governing body. Please 

contact me if you are willing and able to support our work here at Thuthukani. 

To all our Friends of Thuthukani, we thank you for your support, financial and 

otherwise, during 2018. We wish you a blessed and happy Festive Season, and 

happiness and prosperity for 2019. 

Yours sincerely,  

Tanya 

 

 


