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Dear Friends 

 

 

As we come to the end of another exciting, busy, 
challenging and rewarding school year at Thuthukani 
Special School, I was contemplating which of our successes 
to share with you. As the author of the newsletter, it is 

easier to notice and report on the big, WOW successes. 

However, for me, 2016 was a time of rediscovering the 
small miracles and noticing the personal achievements of 
our learners. 
 

I would like to tell you about the young girl who entered our school, initially considered too weak 
to participate in the learning program, who is now completing Foundation Phase, and moving to 
Intermediate Phase. A young boy, who entered our school, diagnosed as Autistic, and with no 
functional hearing or speech, until his teacher noticed that he responded to advertising jingles. 
Using this, and with patient support and assistance – he stood in front of an audience at our 
Christmas concert and said a poem while his classmates sang a song! 
 
I would like to tell you about the volunteer groundsman who helps a boy with 
Autism who is having a meltdown, to calm down and settle. The children who 
use wheelchairs, who participate in a fun walk, and each staff member who 
carried a learner when they got tired. The story of the Thuthukani Team helping 
a family to find a place for their son, who was not coping with having to be away 
from his mother in order to attend school. And then the huge smile on the OT’s 
face when she gets a phone call from Mom, thanking her for helping with the 
move, and that her boy has settled and his behavioural problems are no more. 
 

 
 

 

The story of a young girl, dealing with her own emotional trauma, who 
tells her teacher that she would rather be at school, than resting at home. 
The children who can celebrate being Mr or Miss Thuthukani, and who will 
cheer just as loudly for the Miss Dhludla (Miss Fat and Fabulous) entrants. 
The times when you walk past a class, and peek inside to see the attentive 
faces of learners, so engrossed in their teacher’s lesson, that you rather 
choose not to interrupt, but you cannot leave, so you just stand and 
admire.  
 

The time when a learner comes to show off his work, or 
takes you by the hand to accompany him to assembly, the 
times you hear mad giggles from teachers and learners, 
and you know that you work at a Special Place for Special 
People. It is also such a blessing when you meet a 
Thuthukani Parent, and they tell you with pride of their 
child’s achievements or you see their faces at a concert - 
huge smiles and tear-filled eyes, as their hearts burst with 
pride for their child’s performance on stage. 
 

 



 

One of the Educators told me that to work at Thuthukani 
you need, not only a big heart, you need a long heart as 
well. Some achievements take many years and input from 
many team members – like the boy who after 5 years at 
school, finally can write his own name! The boy whose 
social skills improved so much that he can go and work at 
the Adult Workshop.  
 

The girl who was so scared of a sewing machine that her heart was palpitating, 
who ends up making her own formal dress. The boy with behavioural problems, 
who asks to participate in choir, and since he is part of a team, he is able to 
settle in class and attend to his work. The Hokker team, who practices very hard, 
and who despite intellectual disability and additional physical disabilities, 
competitively participate in a sport. 
  

Working with the learners at Thuthukani is very challenging, as every child is different and will 
respond to the same situation in different ways. Our teachers and therapists adapt, plan, and 
differentiate to ensure each learner attains their maximum level of independence, while making 
sure everyone is included in learning and teaching. The team at Thuthukani is a team of dedicated 
adults, many of whom are volunteers, who enable our learners to be fully included in the school 
program, even if it means cleaning up messes, sleeping over at school to give learners an 
opportunity to go on an outing, taking time away from their own families and loving other people’s 
children like their own.  
 

It is a rewarding and humbling life to live, if you work at Thuthukani Special School. 
 

 

 2016 was a year packed to the brim with learning and 
teaching, fun activities as well as great challenges. Can you 
believe that we celebrated the 35th year of Thuthukani’s 
service to the community this year? Well, at Thuthukani we 
keep on changing, developing and improving our service to 
the community and children with intellectual disability in 
Zululand. 
 

Our learners’ parents were fully involved in the school 
program, and we thank the parents on the School Governing 
Body for their hard work and support behind the scenes. We 
had 2 Parents Days on Saturdays, but we also invited parents 
to specific Parent Support Groups where they were given an 
opportunity to spend a day in class with their child and the 
teacher. We have found that the Parents Support Groups have 
brought about a much better synergy between what is 
happening at school and at home.  
 

 
 
 

Our parents also attended the AGM, where they were informed that as 
from 2017, school fees would be R170 per child per month, and that our 
school hours are going to be longer – to enable us to spend more time 
with our children, actively involved in learning and teaching. 

 



 

The Horseriding programme has been an ongoing project for 10 
years, and we can see the beneficial results when they return 
from the riding sessions. The learners also went to work in the 
community – the Amathuba Project – and they all love 
Wednesdays when they can go to work! Our swimming team, 
with support from Fish Eagle Club has been doing exceptionally 
well – we are even training some learners to be timekeepers! 
 

In partnership with NAPTOSA, we had an Expo of learning and 
teaching support material, and we showed teachers from other 
schools to adapt activities and LTSM to better support a learner 
with specific learning and teaching needs. We also continued with 
in-service training for teachers, class assistants, cleaners and 
groundsmen and even our cooking team! 
 

 

 

We celebrated annual days like Valentine’s Day, Youth Day, 
Workers Day, Spring Day with activities at school and in the 
community. This year, with support from Lotto, we invited 3 
other schools to participate in a Heritage Day Festival. Our 
annual fundraiser also had a revamp, with the first ever 
Thuthukani FunAbility day. We had the Mr and Ms Thuthukani 
Competition and our Interhouse Sport day, where the whole 
school is involved, either as participants or as supporters. 
 

Each phase’s learners went on an educational outing where they were given the 
opportunity to experience activities outside the school environment. As many of 
our learners come from far, and are dependent on school transport – this meant 
that the outings involved sleeping over at school! This is loads of fun for the 
learners, and the school is like a ghost town the next day with the silence from 
the phases who slept over. 
  

 

We had a Senior farewell for 32 learners 
who are moving on to the next phase of 
their lives, and 17 learners graduated from 
the Skills Development Programme. 
 

 
With not-so-subtle pressure from the Principal, Thuthukani was entered in two categories for the 
National Teachers Awards, and in both categories, we made it to the Provincial level competition. 
We are currently waiting to hear if we are going forward to National level. 
 
At Thuthukani, we are grateful for our community’s 
involvement in our school. Thank you for every donation 
that you made towards the running of our school. Thank 
you to everyone who is sponsoring a child’s school fees. 
Thank you for opening your businesses, churches and 
venues to our learners and staff. Thank you for your 
prayers and well wishes on a daily basis. Without your 
support, we can not keep on growing and helping the 
children of Zululand who have intellectual disability. 
 

 



Space is becoming a bigger challenge…. We are already using our staff room and school hall stage 
as classrooms. To accommodate more learners in 2017, our cleaners have sacrificed their dressing 
room & the Culture Committee have sacrificed their storage area to make another classroom. The 
Adult Worksop also accommodated us by moving to a smaller area, to make space for more 
classrooms.  
 
This is despite Thuthukani having land available to build classrooms, building plans and a friendly 
builder who can build classrooms. Our problem is that we do not have the money – despite turning 
every penny over twice – to build classrooms. Please – if you know of anyone who is interested in 
leaving a legacy, by building classrooms for us – let them know that we are ready for their 
sponsorship and support. Storage areas and a stage is not the best solution to the classroom 
challenge at school. 
 

 

Our fundraising challenge for 2017 is R750 000.00! This 
does not include building, wages for volunteers or any 
big expenses - this is what we need to keep the doors 
open and the lights on at school. Please consider 
making a donation to the school’s work by sponsoring a 
child’s school fees? We have increased our efforts to 
get school fees from our parents – and despite school 
fees being higher, we were able to get school fees from 
24% of our parents. That is 4% more than in 2015. 

  
Thuthukani wishes you well over the Festive Season. May you be blessed this December Holiday, 
and we wish you a happy 2017! 
 
See you again next year. 
 

Tanya Girvin 
THUTHUKANI SPECIAL SCHOOL 
Occupational Therapist 
HOD (Pre-Vocational Phase)  
Tel:      035 792 0080 / 081 591 6965 
Cell:     082 559 6189 
Fax:     035 792 0100 
Email: info@thuthukani.org.za 
www.thuthukani.org.za 
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