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"We do not so much need the help of our friends as the confidence of their help in need."  

~ Epicurus 

This wise man must have been at Thuthukani during 2009 and 2010.  Without all our friends, 

this school would have been on the brink of closing down numerous times during the last 

year.  Everyone at Thuthukani thanks you for your donations, prayers and support given to 

us in our quest to uplift the intellectually disabled community of Zululand.  Usually we take 

time to list all our donors, but in truth – this list would make our newsletter several pages 

long, so please know that your contribution is valued and appreciated.  At time of writing 

the newsletter, we are once again waiting for the subsidy, and the school is operating on an 

emergency budget. 

Despite the rest of the world feeling the pressure of a recession; Thuthukani grew, and we 

now have 346 learners enrolled in our school.  Our staff has also grown to 84 valued 

members who each are dedicated to the values, mission and vision of Thuthukani.  Based on 

the needs of our catchment area, we now have 3 pre-foundation classes (previously known 

as the care center), 7 foundation phase classes, 9 intermediate phase classes, 4 senior phase 

classes and the pre-vocational phase or skills development class.  

Thuthukani was also chosen as one of 6 schools in South Africa for the National Inclusion roll 

out.  Just shows – even in the middle of the sugarcane of Zululand – we are setting the 

standard and receiving recognition for the work we do in educating children with 

intellectual disability.    

Our school activities included the interhouse sport day where we saw our athletes 

competing very well, and actually setting records comparable with non-disabled learners.   

Our triennial school concert was a great success, and with the help of 

many friends we were able to raise funds for the school.  Seeing the 

children and members of staff enjoying the performance, and actually 

remembering their acts was heart-warming to the whole audience.  

http://www.theholidayspot.com/friendship/quotes.htm


For months afterward many learners were asking that we must do the 

performance again.  

At the end of the year Thuthukani hosted a Christmas Play and each class had the 

opportunity to show off their skill.  Parents enjoyed seeing their children dance, sing and 

show off their skills.  As a special surprise, Father Christmas also came and we were able to 

give each child a special present for Christmas. 

Learners had the opportunity to go on an outing in 2009 – 

Pre-Foundation phase and Foundation phase went to 

Lawaaiwater, Intermediate phase went to the Science 

Center, Senior phase went to Kwabhekitunga and learned 

about the Zulu culture and the Pre-Vocational Phase 

learners arranged their own outing to the beach. 

The Senior class had a beautiful graduation ceremony to mark their transition from school 

to work and the Pre-Vocational Class had their graduation to celebrate their achievement in 

passing an exam to test their skills against the requirements set by the open labour market. 

2010 started off at running pace, and the first half of the year is nearly done.  We had to 

focus on the academic program, as a lot of 2009 was spent on practicing for the concert.  

Thanks to generous donations, Thuthukani were able to spend money on LTSM – learning 

and teaching support material for each class, and our children are enjoying the time spent 

with teachers.  Our AAC (alternative and augmented communication) program is also 

running very well and our kids are learning to communicate in many new and interesting 

ways.  Physical development and movement is also getting more attention in class. 

Our culture, sport and music programmes are running and learners get the opportunity to 

participate, practice and show off their skills.  We are proud of all the 

learners who have achieved success in sport – one of our table tennis 

players was chosen to represent South Africa AGAIN,  and other 

learners won silver medals at the National Summer Games where 9 

other provinces competed.   At the Regional Athletics Games our 

learners brought home 19 gold, 6 silver and 7 bronze medals.  Some of 

the boys and girls were also chosen to represent Zululand in netball and soccer. 

The staff of Thuthukani are a wonderful group of people who never allow themselves to be 

limited by any challenge.  In 2010 we started a new Junior Choir, Junior Ballroom class and 

we are hoping to have a ballroom class for hearing impaired learners as well.  We are also 

hoping to prepare a team to dance at the Eisteddfod this year.  

  



As a special event, Thuthukani celebrated Worker’s Day.  Each class contributed by spending 

time looking after the school.  

The foundation phase 

decorated dustbins and picked 

up papers, intermediate phase 

and senior phase decorated 

class walls and the garden got 

some attention from the other 

staff members and phases.   

Our links with other schools in the area are getting stronger, and it is always great to see 

non-disabled children coming to spend time with Thuthukani’s children with intellectual 

disability.  With their pre-conceived ideas shattering and finding that even with a disability, 

everyone needs care, love and need to learn it is a pleasure to host main stream schools 

here at Thuthukani.  

Thuthukani also reached out to other Zululand schools who teach learners with intellectual 

disability.  A small team visited Thembimfundo school where we presented them and two 

other schools with ideas and thoughts on how to improve their school programs.  

Fundraising continues and the annual SANTAM/Thuthukani 

Golf day was a great success with about R40 000.00 raised and 

more than R16 000.00 in prizes collected.   

We finally have a website, so please take some time to look, 

and contact us via the site – we would love to have your 

comments and electronic contact details. 

Go to www.thuthukani.org.za or e-mail us at info@thuthukani.org.za .  Please note that our 

other contact details remain the same. 

Thank you once again to all our friends – without your 

support, this very special school would not be able to 

operate to the level that we do.  Our aim is not 

mediocrity, but to be a leader in the education of 

learners with intellectual disability.  Our success is 

dependent on you and your support. 

Yours sincerely 

Marthie   Jo   & Tanya 
Principal   SGB Chairperson &       PRO  

http://www.thuthukani.org.za/
mailto:info@thuthukani.org.za

